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ñWhatôs your GPA? Four-point-oh?ò 

ñI suck at math, I wish I were Asian.ò 

ñTheyôre both Asian, they must be related.ò 

This is only a spoonful of the dialogue that 

can be often heard within the walls of high 

school.  

Asians are nerds. They are ñbookwormsò, 

piano or violin players and mathematical 

prodigies. They are generally athletically-

challenged, socially-challenged and 

vertically-challenged. The only thing thatôs 

missing from that list is academically-

challenged. 

Whether itôs intentionally or 

unconsciously, people are constantly 

associating Asians with at least one of these 

stereotypical labels. Although a majority of 

the Asian population may adhere to these 

characterizations, they are not always the 

most complimentary. 

While glasses may seem to be our main 

accessory, things are changing. Glasses are 

becoming contacts, computers are becoming 

laptops and ñgeniusesò are becoming Ivy 

League college alumni. 

The power of stereotypes is limited. In 

other words, academic excellence could 

benefit you in the years to come. Let people 

say what they want, but as long as we work 

hard, the world will witness more Yo-Yo 

Mas, more Lang Langs, more Ang Lees, 

more Jackie Chans, and maybe even a few 

Asian Barack Obamas.  

So as prejudice roams the halls of high 

school, donôt duck behind a bookshelf or 

crouch in a corner, stand up for your 

individuality and stay true to who you are. 

Only you know your own potential. Only 

you can prove yourself. And only hard work 

can get you there. Donôt let the stereotypes 

cripple your capabilities. The next time 

someone says that all Asians are short, two 

words: Yao Ming. 

(Connie Xu) 

 

 

 
 

Pass on the tradition! 
1. Place one chopstick in the crook of 

your thumb and index finger. The 

chopstick should be at the base of your 

thumb and your thumb should be about 1/3 

the way down from the broad end of the 

chopstick. 

2. Rest the chopstick on the side of your 

ring finger nail that is facing your thumb. 

The bottom chopstick should now be very 

stable. 

3. Rest the second chopstick on the side 

of your middle finger nail that is facing 

your index finger. Hold it in place with the 

tip of your thumb and the underside of 

your index finger. The second chopstick 

should now be stable with the support of 

the middle finger. 

4. Use your index and middle finger to 

practice moving the tip of the top 

chopstick up and down. The bottom 

chopstick should remain relatively still. As 

you move the top chopstick down, the tip 

should meet up with the tip of the bottom 

one. 

5. If the tips aren't meeting up, adjust one 

chopstick so they are evenly aligned. Now 

try to pick up something. Itôs better to start 

with something small and avoid round or 

slippery objects. Make sure the chopsticks 

donôt cross in the shape of an ñXò. 

6. Practice! Practice! Practice!  

(Connie Xu) 

 

 

How to Hold Chopsticks 
(Correctly)  
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Ice skating is a sport that defies the 

properties that most live by. An ice skater 

must display power, grace, and defy gravity 

all in split seconds. To normal people, 

performing just one of these traits is 

impossible, but itôs all daily work for 

Christina Gao, who is third nationally in the 

Juniors competition for ice skating. She used 

to be a student right here at our school. I was 

pleased to receive a couple words from her, in 

the hopes that we could delve deeper into her 

accomplishments. 

 Christina Gao has been skating for about 

eight years, and is currently fifteen. Her 

skating coach is Stephanie Miller. She 

practices often, typically Monday through 

Saturday about three hours a day. This adds up 

to about eighteen hours a week, which is quite 

a bit of time. Christina works extremely hard. 

Conditioning is very difficult, which include 

strenuous activities such as doing the splits 

many times a day. She is not currently 

involved in any other sports or hobbies. After 

all, in order to be as good as she is demands 

extreme focus.  

 Fortunately for Christina, her friends and 

family are very supportive and very 

understanding. Thereôs no doubt in my mind 

that her parents are proud, and impressed, by 

what Christina has done. Christina plans to ice 

skate as long as possible. Though she did not 

mention the Olympics, Iôm hoping to see 

Christina scale incredible heights with her ice 

skating ability.  
Of course, being an ice skater full-time has 

many hardships to adjust to. Christina says 

that she has the most trouble adjusting to her 

busy schedule. She has to juggle homework, 

school, and ice skating all in one day. Like 

any sport, ice skating is extremely tiring, and 

Christina has to deal with this too. While most 

of us probably slack off when we hit the house,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
for Christina, itôs all about working hard. It 

takes will, talent, and the guts for pain to deal 

with what Christina has to deal with on a 

regular basis. 

Bravo, Christina! Thank you for 

representing our Asian community with your 

incredible accomplishments! We are all 

supporting you, and wish you the best of luck 

when youôre back in season! 

 

The Michelle Quan of Our Generation  

Katelyn Kang 
(Based on an interview with Christina Gao) 
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Do GCCS Students Speak More 

English or Chinese at Home?

60%

40%

English Chinese

 

 

 

A  majority of us right now donôt quite 

understand the importance of, well, going to this 

Chinese school. ñWhat does it matter if we learn 

Chinese?ò Youôre probably thinking. ñItôs just a 

pointless old language anyways.ò Not so much. 

Hard to believe, but, *gasp* there is a good 

reason for learning a second language! Amazing, 

isnôt it? 

If you choose to be bilingual by learning 

Chinese, for example, it can give you many 

advantages. The most workers live in China, so 

if youôre looking for a strong workforce or even 

a job in a different country, Mandarin is a must. 

By learning Mandarin, youôre giving yourself an 

advantage over the other workers that donôt 

know a second language at all. Think about 

learning Mandarin as a sort of ñlong-termò 

investment. 

Being bilingual has a ton of benefits, not 

including the business world. People that are 

bilingual are found to have higher IQs. They are 

also known to show superiority on achievement 

tests. See? By attending Chinese School, your 

performance in regular school improves. 

 Bilinguals usually prove to be more creative 

than monolinguals. Want to be an artist? Writer? 

Musician? If youôre taking a second language, 

like Mandarin, youôre on the right track. 

Bilinguals have better communication skills, and 

are better at verbal and non-verbal 

comprehension. Isnôt it nice to be able to walk 

up to your monolingual friend and rub that in 

their face? Not that you should. 

Being bilingual also opens you up to a lot of 

different cultures. Learning a second language 

also helps to accept different cultures. Just by 

learning Chinese, you learn everything that 

comes with it. 

Bilinguals have numerous job opportunities. 

So, if youôre taking a second language now and 

youôre thinking that itôs a waste of time, well, 

you should probably think again. Recently, there 

have been more than 6000 postings for bilingual 

employees in the U.S. Thatôs a large number. In 

the business world, bilinguals are heavily 

desired.  For example, if you get a business 

proposition overseas in China, itôs good to  

 

 

 

 

 
actually know the language there to help you 

communicate.  

Of course, if you choose not to be bilingual, 

you could miss out on a lot of opportunities. 

Studies show that children who have learned a 

language starting from third grade completely 

swept out children that learned languages in 

seventh grade and higher. By learning a second 

language like Chinese now, thereôs a higher 

chance of success later on. No one wants to be 

the person who gets a lower score on an SAT 

test just because they didnôt know another 

language. 

Itôs also shown that bilinguals have a lower 

unemployment rate. Considering todayôs 

economy, it would probably be smart to keep 

learning a language. Especially if it means 

keeping off the streets. 

MONEY. Big word, big word. Bilinguals 

actually earn more money than monolinguals. In 

some places, bilinguals earn thirty dollars more 

than monolinguals per hour. Bilinguals can be 

paid five percent to twenty percent more than 

the base rate at say, a company. Twenty percent, 

thatôs a lot of money. And in some places, 

bilinguals earned $7000 dollars more than their 

monolingual colleagues yearly. With 7000 extra 

dollars, someone could purchase a pretty nice 

TV, some furniture, or a lot of other luxuries. By 

learning Chinese, itôs possible to be paid that 

extra money every year. 

The next time you turn your nose up at your 

Chinese homework, think about all the good itôll 

do for you when it really counts. Do you want to 

be that bilingual business executive someday 

sitting at the top, or just some average worker? 

Itôs your decision. All you have to do is learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Katelyn Kang 
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