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asiancommunityalliance.org

ACA is a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization with a mission to

educate, empower, inspire, and create healthy Asian families

1

and communities in the Greater Cincinnati area.

* HOPE helpline for domestic violence & sexual assault:
513-535-4976

* Capacity building: job skills & training

* Intergenerational communication

* Aging & caregiving

*  Youth leadership

* Health & wellness

* Advocacy & education

For more details, please visit asiancommunityalliance.org

7577 Central Parke Blvd. Suite #222 Mason, OH 45040

info@asiancommunityalliance.org
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The Transcontinental Railroad Speech

The Transcontinental Railroad, also known as the
Chinese Railroad, is a railroad that was
established from 1863 to 1869, that stretches
from east of Sacramento, California to west of
Omaha, Nebraska.

The process started in 1862, when President
Abraham Lincoln signed a bill that got passed by
the U.S Congress to build a railroad across the
west, but this railroad came to be almost two
thousand miles long.

The Transcontinental Railroad passes through
the Sierra Mountain Range, which made it not

only incredibly difficult, but also a dangerous task.

During the early stages of building, most 9of the
workers were all Caucasian of European decent.
But as time passed, the Central Pacific had a
really hard time finding enough Caucasian
workers, so one of the workers suggested that
they should hire Chinese because they had such
large numbers.

The task alone, that the Chinese had to
accomplish was difficult, but the fact that the
Chinese had to face harsh weather and much
more added to it. During the construction, there
were two consecutive severe winters that
occurred. There was an average of 44 storms

with an average of 19 feet of snow at the summit.

Many workers were engaged in full-time snow
removal, which also had its risks. There were
avalanches that killed many, and after 3 months,
some of their bodies were found in the snow, still
holding their pick-axes and shovels. There were
snow slides that could be deadly, snow drifts that
blocked tunnel entrances, landslides, explosions,
blasting accidents, falls, Indian raids, and disease,
all took their toll on the workers. Snow was the

By: MLP8 Annie Jin

only condition far from dangerous.

Not only did the Chinese endure harsh weather
situations, they also faced the indignity of
discrimination, both on the job, and off the job.
They were fueled with sinophobia, also known as
anti-Chinese hostility that rolled across the
United States, specifically around the Western
area. Because of that, the Chinese had to pay for
their own food, housing, and tools out of their
pocket money that they earned from working,
when the Caucasian workers did not have to.

The Transcontinental Railroad was finished on
May 10th, 1869. The railroad linked the East
Coast to the West Coast, making it possible to
cross the country in a matter of days instead of
months. It also paved the way for new settlers to
travel from coast to coast. Not only that, but it
was a much less costly way to transport goods
across the nation. The work done by the Chinese
helped boost America’'s entry onto the world
scene as a modern nation.

The railroad had a massive impact on the United
States after it was built. It helped reconstruct the
social, physical, and economic foundations of the
United States, as well as created a huge national
market, which made the US economy begin to
expand rapidly around the late 1800s. This was
also a major factor for the Civil War, as they
solely needed to get to the cotton ports. The
Transcontinental railroad was arguably the form
of transportation that had the largest impact on
the States.

After the first Transcontinental Railroad was
completed, the Chinese went on to build
railroads all across the United States. As people

might say, “The Chinese helped build the railroad,

and the railroad helped build America.” .
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